STORIES  THAT  WORDS  TELL  US.

class of people without becoming common because
it describes something of which ordinary people
have no experience, and therefore do not mention.

The making of slang is really the making of lan-
guage. Early men must have invented new words
just as the slang-makers do to-day. The difference
is that there are already words to describe the things
which the slang words describe. It may seem curi-
ous, then, that people should trouble to find new
words. The reason they do so is often that they
want to be different from other people, and some-
times because the slang word is much more expres-
sive than the ordinary word.

This is one reason that the slang of a small number
of people spreads and becomes general Sometimes
the slang word is so much better in this way than
the old word that it becomes more generally used
than it, and finds its way into the ordinary diction-
aries. When this happens it is no longer slang,

But, as a rule, slang is ugly or meaningless, and
it is very often vulgar. However common its use
may become, the best judges will not use such ex-
pressions, and they remain mere slang,

A writer on the subject of slang has given us two
good examples of meaningless and expressive slang.
The people who first called marmalade f< swish f*
could have no reason for inventing the new name
except to seem odd and different from other people,
Swish is certainly not a more expressive or descrip-
tive word than marmalade. The one means noth-